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Task Force Discusses Guidelines for Re-Opening West Virginia 
 
BUCKHANNON – At its Tuesday, April 28, 2020, web conference, the Buckhannon-
Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force discussed Governor Justice’s plan for re-
opening West Virginia. 
 
Members found themselves with many questions, to include the timing of Week 1 
versus the remaining weeks and how to support Upshur County and Buckhannon’s 
businesses as West Virginia Strong-The Comeback rolls out. 
 
The task force acknowledged that many residents have questions about the 3% 
threshold, based on what members observed on their social media feeds. 
 
The percentage refers to the portion of the COVID-19 tests administered statewide that 
come back with a positive result. A percentage under three means that less than 3% of 
the total COVID tests administered to West Virginia residents are positive (with 97% or 
more being negative).  
 
The Governor’s plan also notes that the first week of re-opening will only occur if the 
state achieves three consecutive days under the 3% threshold. Monday, April 27, 2020, 
was the first day under the threshold, and if the state remains under 3% through 
Wednesday, “Week 1” could begin as early as Thursday, April 30th.  
 
If Week 1 begins on April 30, the Governor’s office indicates that Week 2 would begin 
on Monday, May 4, 2020, and the remaining weeks would begin in turn afterward. 
 
Importantly, state entities will continue close collaboration with local partners like health 
departments and medical providers. That way, officials can quickly determine whether 
spikes in positive cases are the result of site-specific spread (like at a nursing home) or 
an emergent hot spot. Officials will also be looking out for increased community-based 
transmission. 
 
This means that re-opening activities may be paused, altered, etc. depending on the 
results of on-going testing. The Governor and Covid-19 Czar Dr. Clay Marsh noted that 
the data may necessitate altering re-opening in some areas, like hot spots, while 
continuing with minimal disruptions in other areas. Residents should continue to monitor 
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the Governor’s press briefings and other, reputable media outlets (including local 
outlets). 
 
Another issue of concern was the continued availability of personal protective 
equipment as the community re-opens. The task force agreed to collaborate on ways to 
support businesses, extended medical providers, etc. Members considered making a 
list of local residents and organizations that have donated cloth face coverings to 
determine what types of supplies might be available. Those that may be interested in 
donating PPE may contact the Upshur County Department of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management at (304) 472-4983.  
 
Trusted, reliable sources of information remain: 

 CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 WVDHHR: https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx 

 Governor Jim Justice: https://governor.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx  

 Upshur County Commission: http://www.upshurcounty.org/alert_detail.php  

 City of Buckhannon: http://buckhannonwv.org/covid-19/  
 
The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force is a coalition of 
stakeholders representing the health department, medical providers, the county and city 
governments, as well as emergency response agencies, educational providers, social 
services agencies, and civic organizations. The task force also includes representatives 
from daycare centers, public housing authorities, nursing homes, etc. 
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